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they would call a general assembly of the most dis-
tinguished persons of all the Hiroquois Nations in
order to publish everywhere the generosity and the
liberality of the French; in short, they made a last
present to declare that they would give a kick to the
Dutch, with whom they no longer wished to have
any intercourse, they said. 'Observe, I beseech you
by the way, the procedure of these people and no
longer tell me that the Savages are brute beasts; cer-
tainly they do not lack good training. Their design
was to make a patched-up peace with us, so as to be
free from the dread they have of our arms, and to
massacre, without fear, our confederates. Could
they more artfully induce us to give them arms?
could they more ingeniously insinuate themselves
into our friendship, than by restoring to us our pris-
oners [163] and offering to us gifts, than by indicat-
ing their willingness to be on good terms with those
whom we protect in their presence, than by inviting
us into their country, assuring us that they prefer us
to the Dutch, extolling us above the generality of
men? Such is their conduct, which lacks indeed the
true Spirit of the children of God, but not the spirit
of the children of the world. Monsieur our Govern-
or, more discreet and prudent than these simple
people are crafty, asked the advice of the Reverend
Father Vimont, and of Father Ragueneau, on the
present occasion; but, they having excused them-
selves from speaking upon a matter of war, he con-
cluded, after having gathered the opinions of the
leading men who accompanied him, that he ought
mnot to make peace with these people to the exclusion
of our confederates,— otherwise, we might enter into
a more dangerous war than that which we wished to



